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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

WELCOME     
I extend a very warm welcome in this new school session to all new and returning families.  I hope that you have all enjoyed 

the summer break.  We are greatly looking forward to another exciting and successful year here at St. Ronan’s. 
 

We are very pleased to welcome a number of new families to St. Ronan’s this session as well as Miss C. Newbold (P.4) on 
transfer from Walkerburn School. 
 

We remain committed to working in partnership with you regarding your child’s education and well-being.  If you wish to 
discuss any issues regarding your child with his or her Class Teacher or a member of the leadership team, please phone the 
school or come to the school office to arrange an appointment. 
 

MEET THE TEACHER (3.30-4.30PM) & BACK TO SCHOOL BBQ (4.30-6.30PM) – THU 6 SEP 
We look forward to welcoming you into school for our Meet the Teacher event and Back to School BBQ.  This is an 
opportunity for you to go along to your child’s new classroom to meet the teacher and find out how your child is settling in 
(3.30-4.30pm).  Everyone is then invited to the Back to School BBQ in the Assembly Hall (4.30-6.30pm) which is a great way 
to meet each other and a chance to catch up with the Senior Leadership Team.  Please complete and return the booking 

form attached.  BBQ prices: Adults – £5 adults; High School Student – £2.50; St. Ronan’s pupils/younger – free.  Please 
return slip by 3.9.18. 
 

SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION IMPROVEMENTS    The following improvements have been made to the school building 
during the summer holidays: 

 Completion of the replacement of all windows with double glazed units 

 Installation of solar panels 

 Former IT Room refurbished for P.6/7 

 Pirn Room (P.7B last year) currently being refurbished as a Library and Resource Base 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM    It’s good to see many children wearing the correct school uniform.  More information on uniform is 
attached. 
 

SCHOOL EVENTS CALENDAR 2018/19    We are finalising our dates for the coming year and will share these as soon as 
possible.  However, dates for parental involvement events can be found overleaf. 
 

SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 2018/19    Please find attached another copy of the school term and holiday dates. 
 

INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS (MON 3 SEP)    The school photographer will be with us on Monday 3 September 
to take individual and family group photos.  Please ensure that your child is in proper school uniform that day – badged 
school sweatshirt or cardigan.  All P.7 pupils will also be photographed individually as a digital photograph is required when 
they transfer to secondary school. 
 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP MEETING (MON 10 SEP)    The next meeting of St. Ronan’s Parent Partnership will take place 
on Monday 10 September in the Family Room at 7.30pm.  All parents are welcome to attend.  The Parent Partnership is a 
great way to become involved in the life and work of the school.  The group aims to: 

 Support the school to be a welcoming place where all families feel included 

 Identify and represent the views of parents 

 Support the school in its vision, values and aims and to help make improvements by working together with parents, 
pupils, staff and the wider community 

We hope to see lots of you there. 
 

TRIPS & OUTINGS  We arrange trips and outings from time to time.  Signed parental permission is required for all trips.  
Those which are within walking distance of the school are normally covered under the ‘local venues’ EV form.  Please 

complete and return this to the school by 6.9.18. 
 

COMMUNICATION    We are committed to good communication between school and home.  We always share information, 
news and changes as quickly as possible.  We use the school website/Facebook page to publicise school/class information 
and events throughout the year as well as paper copies of relevant information.  Please remember to regularly check your 
child’s school bag for any newsletters etc.  Staff are always happy to speak to parents regarding their children, but please 
make an appointment at the office, rather than approaching staff directly – teachers often have commitments at the end of a 
school day.  It is also really important that parents/carers get in touch with the school with any relevant information about 
their child or children.  If you change address or phone number, or emergency contact number, please get in touch with the 
School Office.  If you prefer email contact, parents are asked not to email staff directly, but to make contact through 
stronansps@scotborders.gov.uk and your message will be forwarded promptly. 
 

REPORTING ON CHILDREN’S PROGRESS    The main purpose of reporting is to support and improve learning. We aim to 
make this an ongoing process to provide clear information on learner’s strengths and areas for development. We are 
committed to involving learners in this process in school by giving high quality feedback. Similarly, we want to fully include 
parents because we know that your involvement has a significant impact on your child’s’ progress.  We gathered views from 
parents on our existing approach to sharing information with your child and with this in mind, we have developed the 
following programme of reporting for 2018/2019  
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 Learning Journals  Allow your child’s teacher to report on progress at each stage of the learning. The Learning 
Journals will be updated regularly each term and you and your child are able to add comments to enhance the learning 
process. Please note that if you have a concern around the learning or progress of your child, then we ask that you do 
not use the learning journal as a forum for this but instead contact us through the school office.  We would then be 
happy to discuss this with you at a convenient time.  

 

 Share Our Learning Evenings (Wed 7 Nov, 3.30-5pm & Wed 1 May, P.1 3.30-5pm; P.2-7 6.30-8pm)  An opportunity 
for you to come in to school, see your child’s work and catch up with the Class Teacher.  Drop-in style. 

 

 Parent-Teacher Conference (13/14 February 2019)  Ten minute appointment with your child’s teacher. 
  

 Share Our Learning Open Afternoon (Wed 20 Mar, 2-3pm)  An opportunity for the children to present to you what 

they have been learning this term. 
 

While these dates are set, we would encourage you to contact us at any time should you have any concerns regarding your 
child – please don’t wait for one of the organised events. 
 

NEWS FROM THE PTA    The Parent Teacher Association exists to provide social and fund-raising events in the school 
community.  The PTA is keen to encourage more parents to be involved, either by joining the committee or letting us know if 
you’re interested in helping out from time to time at events.  Forthcoming events: 
 

 Annual General Meeting - Mon 3 Sep, 7.30pm, Family Room 
We would welcome anybody interested in joining our committee to come along.  To find out more, please contact Sarah 
Birks, Chair on 01896 833891/ sarahjanebirks@gmail.com 
 

 Bag2School Collection - Wed 12 Sep 

This is a collection of second hand adult and children's clothing, sheets, blankets, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and 
handbags.  Please send any items to school in the bags sent home or in any bin bag.  The clothing is weighed and we 
receive money in return for kilos.  This is an excellent way to help the school raise money while having a clearout!  For 
more information go to www.bag2school.com. 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB    Breakfast Club runs every day, Monday-Friday in the School Assembly Hall from 7.50-8.40am (no 
entry before 7.50am or after 8.30am).  This is for pupils in P.1-7 and is supervised by Mrs E. Hardie and Mrs E. Robertson.  
The cost is £1.00 per person, per day and there is no booking system – just turn up.  Toast with spreads or cereal is 
available plus fruit and a drink of fruit juice, milk, hot chocolate or water.  If your child has an allergy to any foods, please 
discuss this with Mrs Hardie.  It should be noted that, although various board games and activities are provided, this is not an 
alternative to childcare.  Whilst there is supervision, children will be expected to be well behaved, follow school rules, sit at 
the table and clear away their own cups and plates.  P.2-7 children can leave Breakfast Club and go to the playground from 

8.30am.  P.1 children go direct to class from Breakfast Club. 
 

CYCLING TO SCHOOL    Please see the attached letter and information regarding children who cycle to school.  In order to 
safeguard children, we ask that pupils and parents who will be cycling to school read, understand and sign the Safe Cycling 
Contract.  Thank you. 
 

AND FINALLY…  The team here at St. Ronan’s are all looking forward to working with you and your child over this coming 
session.  As always, if there is any matter that you wish to discuss please do not hesitate to contact me or a member of the 
school staff team. 
 
 

K. J. Belleville, Headteacher, August 2018 

 
Attachments: 

- School Procedures & Essential Information 

- School Term and Holiday dates 2018/19 

- Back to School BBQ booking form * PLEASE RETURN BY 3 SEPTEMBER * 

- Consent Form – Local Venues * PLEASE RETURN BY 6 SEPTEMBER * 

- Safe Cycling information and agreement * PLEA SE RETURN BY 6 SEPTEMBER * 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CLUB & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

To have your group’s news included in a Newsletter, please email kbelleville@scotborders.gov.uk 
 

SCHOOL GARDENING CLUB 
The Edible Garden at the back of the school will be open to visit  12.20-1.00pm every Friday of the Autumn Term from 24 August 
until 28 September.  There will be lots to harvest and plenty of jobs to get stuck into. Drop in on any week you can make it.  All 
pupils are welcome to come to the club with an accompanying adult.  Adult visitors can accompany up to four children and are 

responsible for their care. 
 

FLOWER SHOW 

Innerleithen Horticultural Society Open Show will take place on Sunday 2 September in the Memorial Hall from 2.00pm.  Entry is by 
silver collection.  The Hall will be open on Saturday 1 September from 6.30-8.00pm and on Sunday 3 September from 7.00-
10.00am for entries.  The Society would welcome new and returning exhibitors and would highlight the new exhibitors’ and 
children’s sections.  Music will be provided during the afternoon by St. Ronan's Silver Band. 
 

FAMILY 5k RUN 

St. Ronan's Border Games annual family 5k fun run will take place on Saturday 15 September on the Tweed Valley Railway Path 
commencing 2pm. Cash prizes for winners and certificates for all participants. This will be a sponsored event with all funds raised 
going towards the organisation of Games Week 2019. Sponsor forms attached. 
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ST. RONAN’S SCHOOL PROCEDURES & ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 2018/19 
 

Following is a summary of our school policies and procedures for your information at the start of the new 
session.  Full details can be found in our School Handbook which is available on the school website or ask for 
a copy at the office. 
 

School Uniform 
The wearing of school uniform is actively encouraged at St. Ronan’s. 
 

The School colours are black and gold (tie & badge) and grey (tops).  All pupils are asked to wear: 
 

 Grey skirt/pinafore/trousers 

 White shirt/blouse/polo shirt 

 Grey cardigan/pullover/sweatshirt with the embroidered school badge) 

 Black shoes or trainers to school and have a pair of black plimsolls or trainers to change into indoors 

 In the summer months girls may wear a blue/white gingham pinafore 
 

Whilst we realise that other grey garments are available, we strongly recommend that children wear the 
official badged school sweatshirt or cardigan.  All garments can be ordered from the office or online at: 
http://st-ronans.org.uk/uniforms/ 
 

Please ensure children are sent to school with a suitable outdoor jacket – no matter what the weather is like when they 
leave home! 
 

ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING SHOULD BEAR THE CHILD’S FULL NAME & CLASS 
 

The wearing of inappropriate items of clothing, e.g. fashion items, jeans, football shirts, hoodies and unsuitable 
footwear is not allowed.  For safety reasons, pupils should not wear high heels, bulky rings or dangling or hoop 
earrings.  The wearing of jewellery is not permitted during P.E. lessons and discouraged at other times.  The wearing 
of make-up is discouraged. 
 

Scottish Borders Council can offer families assistance towards the purchase of school clothing, subject to certain 
criteria. Find out more about help with school wear at: 
https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/20040/clothing_meals_and_transport/480/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grant 
or ask for details from the school office. 
 

PE Kit 
Please ensure that your child has his/her PE kit each week and that all items of kit are clearly marked with 
your child’s name. Pupils are required to bring dark shorts and a white t-shirt.  Please note that football strips are not 
allowed in school. In addition, for a Games block, training shoes, football boots or gym shoes are required and for 
blocks of Gymnastics or Dance, bare feet or gym shoes are needed.  It is also advised that for blocks of hockey pupils 
should wear mouth guards and shin guards. 

 

For safety reasons, all pupils with long hair should tie it back and all jewellery should be removed prior to PE activities.  
It is advised that PE kit is kept in a draw string bag.  For the younger children, please ensure that they wear clothes 
that they can easily manage to take off/put back on PE days. 
 

PE Teacher Days: 

Monday: P.6/7, P.7, P.1/2, P.1 Tuesday: P.6, P.5, P.4/5, P.4 

Wednesday: P.6, P.7, P.5, P.3, P.2/3, 
P.1 

Thursday: P.4, P.4/5, P.3, P.2/3, P.6/7, P.1/2 

 

PE kit can often be needed on other days, so it should left in school until the end of each term or requires washing.  If 
it is taken home on a weekly basis, it is essential that it is returned on the Monday morning. 
 

Medication 
Please inform us, through the school office, of any relevant medical issues regarding your child of which we are not 
already aware.  In particular it would be helpful to know if your child brings an inhaler to school to self-administer.  
Please ensure that you replace any old inhalers or other medication at the start of term.  For any prescribed 
medication you are required to complete a form available from the school office.  We cannot administer any 
medication without this form. 

 

Punctuality 
The majority of children arrive at school on time. It is extremely important that all pupils arrive in the school playground 
by 8.35am.  There is a line-up bell at 8.39am before coming in at 8.40am. Punctuality avoids disrupting not only the 
child’s learning but that of the whole class.  Please note that lateness is recorded and the parents of pupils who are 
persistently late will be asked into school to discuss the issue.  Once all lines are in, the children’s entry doors will be 
locked, so latecomers must enter by the main door and report to the Office. 
 

Classroom Essentials 
Please ensure that your child has all the “tools” that he or she needs to be able to work in school.  A well-stocked 
pencil case is essential and should include: writing pencils, colouring pencils, eraser, sharpener, ruler and glue 
stick.  Many items of stationery are available in classrooms, but it would be most helpful if every child brought these 
basic items on a daily basis. 
Absence 
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It is very important that you inform the school if your child is going to be absent from school. Please phone the school 
office between 8.30-8.45am indicating the reason and possible length of absence.  If you do not inform us, we will 
telephone / groupcall you to ask about the absence if we do not hear from you by 9.00am.  Please send in a note to 
explain absence when your child returns to school. All pupil absences as well as reasons are monitored and recorded 
on the information management system. 
 

Lunch in School 
Delicious, freshly prepared school meals are available in school every day.  All P.1-3 pupils are entitled to a free meal.  
The cost for P.4-7 pupils is £2.10 per day, unless entitled to free school meals. 
 

All School meal are now booked and paid (where appropriate) through www.parentpay.com. New families will receive 
an activation letter and instructions. Meals can be booked for several weeks in advance and can be altered any time 
up to 8.45am on the day of the lunch. If for any reason you are having any difficulty with either activation or booking 
lunched please contact the School Office – 01896 830349 or stronasps@scotborders.gov.uk 
 

Monday-Thursday: two-course meal with the choice of two traditional dishes, or soup and sandwich option plus a drink 
of fruit juice, water or milk.  Choose main course and dessert. 
 

Friday: a Brunch is offered with tasty hot snacks or sandwiches as well as drinks, fruit and desserts.  Choose main 
course and dessert. 
 

Free meals are available, provided application is made to the Scottish Borders Council and permission is granted.  
However, all meals must be paid for until the authority accepts the application.  Forms may be obtained from the 
school office or you can download from 
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/899/grants_and_benefits/332/free_school_meals_and_clothingfootwear_grant 

 

Provision is also made in the dining hall area for the eating of packed lunches.  We encourage healthy options.  No 
glass bottles or fizzy drink cans should be brought to school. 

 P.1-3 children eat at 12.15pm, then go out to play. 

 P.4-7 children go out to play at 12.15pm, then come in from around 12.25pm to eat.  Toilets and hand washing 
facilities are available to P.4-7 children between 12.15-12.30pm. 

 

Safer Routes To School 
As part of our Safer Routes to School initiative I would like to remind you of the following: 

 Only staff cars will be permitted to enter the school grounds between 8.20am and 9.00am and 2.50pm – 3.30pm. 

 When using the car park, parents/visitors must use designated spaces only. 

 Parking outside the school on the yellow zigzag lines is not permitted and is an offence. 

 Please observe the voluntary one-way system where cars should drive down St. Ronan’s Road and along Craig 
Terrace – not up St. Ronan’s Road between 8.20-9.00am and 2.50-3.30pm. 

 If it is necessary for you to drive your child to school, please park well away from the school and walk the rest of 
the journey.  This is the rule for all parents / carers, including Nursery. 

 Please remind your child to stay out of the staff parking area after school hours and to use the designated play 
areas within the school grounds. 

 

We really appreciate your co-operation with all of these requests which are made in the interests of safety for all 
concerned. 

 

Holiday Requests 
Taking children out of school during term time is disruptive to your child’s education and parents are encouraged to do 
everything possible to take holidays within the designated school holiday dates.  Unless there are exceptional 
circumstances, time off school for family holidays is recorded by the Council as ‘unauthorised family holiday.’  If you 
intend to remove your child from school during term time, you are requested to send in a letter/email to the 
Headteacher, giving dates of absence. You will receive a standard acknowledgement of this letter. 

 

Water Bottles 
We encourage all our pupils to drink water each day at school. There are water dispensers in school.  If your child would like 
to drink water during the day, they should bring a plastic water bottle, with sports cap if possible, to avoid spilling onto school 
books.  These should be taken home to be cleaned regularly.  We also sell water bottles with the school logo and these are 
available from the School Office at a cost of £1.50. 

 

Trips and Outings 
We arrange trips and outings from time to time.  Signed parental permission is required for all trips.  Those which are within 
walking distance of the school are normally covered under the ‘local venues’ permission slip.  Please complete and return 
this to the school as soon as possible. 
 

After School Club 

First Nursery runs the St. Ronan’s After School Club. This service runs from 3.10-6.00pm (Mon-Thur) and 12.20-6.00pm (Fri) in the 
community wing (Coffee Lounge) for Nursery-P.7 children.  To enquire about a place for your child, please ring 01721 724395. 
 

Friday Afternoon Multi-Sports Club 

Chris and Ger from CG Elite run a multi sports club every Friday from 12.20-3.00pm in the Gym for P.1-7 children.  Children have 
the opportunity to improve their skills, learn new sports while keeping active and having fun.  Sessions cater for all abilit ies.  Book 
through website www.cgelite2013.com or leave a private message on CG Elite Facebook page or call 07739 870739.  
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Cycling and Scootering to School 
Important Notice to Parents 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
While we wish to encourage pupils to cycle or scooter to school, whether alone or accompanied by an adult, the decision as to 
whether a child is competent to negotiate any hazards they may encounter on the route to and from school must be taken by the 
parent/carer. St. Ronan’s Primary School can accept no liability for any consequences arising from that decision. 
 
The School supports pupils who wish to walk, cycle or scooter to school as it improves health and fitness and reduces traffic outside 
the school, thus making conditions safer for everyone. Any parent/carer wishing their child to cycle to school must agree to the 
conditions listed in the Cycle to School contract. This contract must be signed by parents and pupils and returned to school. The 
School reserves the right to revoke this permission in the event that the contract conditions are ignored. 
 
Parents may wish to take out appropriate insurance cover as the school's insurance does not cover loss of or damage to bicycles. 
Parents are strongly advised to purchase a good quality bicycle lock and make sure that they have a spare key for this kept at 
home. 
 
We need to know the numbers of children cycling to school so that we can make appropriate security and safety arrangements. 
 

If you would like your child to cycle or scooter to and from school, please sign and return the Cycle to School contract. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
K. J. Belleville 
Headteacher                 
 
August 2018 

 
 
 

 
 

Cycle to School Policy 
St. Ronan’s Primary School 

 
It is ultimately parents’ responsibility to ensure that children travel to and from school safely. The school accepts that parents/carers 
can choose to have their children travel to school by bicycle or another form of transport. In order to promote responsible behaviour 
and safety conscious cyclists, St. Ronan’s Primary School has adopted a “Cycle to School Policy” which requires parents/carers to 
enter an agreement with the school.  We provide an area within the school grounds for secure parking facilities for the bikes 
belonging to the children who cycle to school and use of these facilities is dependent on parents/carers adopting this agreement. 
 

 
Parents/carers 

 Parents will sign the Safe Cycling Contract 

 Parents accept responsibility to keep their child’s cycle in good working order, to have it checked regularly and ensure that 
the bike is of the correct size for their child 

 Parents provide the child with a correctly fitted helmet and something bright to wear while cycling 

 Parents will have the opportunity to be involved in helping with Bikeability training 

 Parents will discuss the safest route from home to school with their child using the map below 
 
Pupils 

 Cyclists must sign the Safe Cycling Contract 

 Cyclists will wear a correctly fitted helmet and something bright when cycling at all times 

 Pupils will take part in the Bikeability training when offered during school hours 

 Cyclists must ensure that their bike is of the correct size, in good working order and regularly maintained 
 

School 

 School will provide safe storage for bicycles and scooters 

 School will, with the support of parents, provide Bikeability training 

 School will enforce the policy and contracts for the safety of all 
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Cycle to School Contract 

 
St. Ronan’s Primary School 
 
 
PARENT/CHILD AGREEMENT – PLEASE KEEP THIS PART 

 

 I will wear a helmet when I cycle to and from school 
 

 I will wear something bright when I cycle to and from school 
 

 I will use lights as appropriate 
 

 I will always try to cycle safely 
 

 I will consider others when I cycle to school 
 

 I will maintain my bicycle so it is always in a roadworthy condition 
 

 I will carry my school equipment in a rucksack on my back or in a cycle bag 
 

 I will park my bicycle safely and securely at school 
 

 I will push my bicycle in the school grounds when others are coming to/leaving school 
 

 I will discuss and agree my safest route to/from school with my parents and always follow it 
 

 I will cycle to/from school as I was taught in the Bikeability training scheme if applicable 
 
                                         
 
 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ST. RONAN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL – SAFE CYCLING/SCOOTERING TO SCHOOL – 2018/19 
 
I confirm that I have read the St. Ronan’s Cycling to School Policy and Contract and agree to 
follow this when cycling or scootering to school. 
 

Signatures 

 
Pupil _________________________________________ 
 
Parent_____________________________Date_______ 
 
Cycling to/from school is a parental responsibility. 
 
Please return this part of the contract to school before cycling/scootering to school. 
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St. Ronan’s Primary School 
Tweeddale Learning Community 
School Session and Holiday Dates 2018/19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn Term  

Pupils start   Tuesday 21 August 2018 

Last day of term  Thursday 4 October 2018 

Autumn Holidays  Friday 5 October to Friday 12 October 2018 inclusive 

 

Winter Term  

Start    Monday 15 October 2018 

In service day   Thursday 8 November 2018   

In service day   Friday 9 November 2018 

Holiday   Monday 3 December 2018  (St. Andrew’s Day holiday) 

Last day of term  Friday 21 December 2018 

Christmas Holidays  Monday 24 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019 inclusive 

 

Spring Term 

Start     Monday 7 January 2019 

In service day    Friday 15 February 2019 

February Holidays  Monday 18 February to Wednesday 20 February 2019 inclusive 

Start    Thursday 21 February 2019 

Last day of term  Friday 29 March 2019 

April Holidays  Monday 1 April to Friday 12 April 2019 inclusive 

 

Summer Term  

Start     Monday 15 April 2019 

Holiday   Friday 19 April 2019   (Good Friday holiday) 

In service day    Friday 3 May 2019 

Holiday   Monday 6 May 2019   (May Day holiday) 

Last day of term  Tuesday 2 July 2019 

Summer Holidays  Wednesday 3 July to Monday 19 August inclusive 

 
 


