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Dear Parents/Carers FEBRUARY 2018

. Thu 1 Feb P.6-7 Burns Lunch
I hope everyone had a happy holiday and would Mon 5 Feb PTA Meeting, Family Room., 7.30pm
like to wish you all the best for 2018. We are Tue 6 Feb Bag 2 School ’Collection :

looking forward to another successful year here Wed 7 Feb Parents Night, 5.30-8.00pm
at St. Ronan’s. I am pleased to offer the following A

Poetry Winner’s Assembly, 2.30pm

information. Thu 8 Feb Parents’ Night, 3.30-6.00pm

EVENTS CALENDAR Please find attached an | Fri9 Feb INSET 3 — Closed to pupils

updated school events calendar for February- | 10-14 Feb Closed for holidays

June 2018. Please replace the previous version School re-opens

with this copy; inevitably in the life of a busy | Thu 15 Feb | PHS Rector Visit, Assembly Hall, 6.30pm
school, some dates have changed and others * NEW DATE & TIME*

added. (February calendar opposite). Wed 21 Feb | P.7 PHS 7 day visit

) ) Fri 23 Feb P.1-7 Film Night, Assembly Hall, 5.30pm
STAFF NEWS Miss Duncan (P2 and P.1) is n e * NEW DATE *

currently absent and her teaching responsibilities | Tye 27 Feb Dance Festival, Memorial Hall, 1.00pm
are being covered by supply staff. Mrs Rychel and
Miss Menzies have liaised closely with the teachers providing the cover to ensure continuity for the children. We
expect Miss Duncan will be back within the next 2/3 weeks. We are pleased to welcome Mrs S. Carchrie and
Miss N. Raton as new members of the Nursery Team.

SCHOOL INSPECTION We were pleased to welcome a team of Her Majesty’s Inspectors from Education
Scotland in school last week. We are very grateful to all parents/carers who completed the online questionnaire
and/or attended one of the parent meetings during the week. Education Scotland will write to all parents/carers
with details about the inspection in around six/eight weeks’ time, meanwhile, we will be continuing with our
School Improvement work.

PARKING Please do not turn down into the opening at the Farm Gate at the end of Craig Terrace. This area is
becoming congested and dangerous and we are worried that one of our children may be knocked down. If you
cannot avoid bringing your car to pick-up your child/children please park considerately and well away from the
school.

PARENTS’ NIGHTS (7/8 FEB) We hope everyone has managed to book appointments for next week’s
Parents’ Nights. This is an opportunity for you to spend 10 minutes with your child’s Class Teacher reviewing
progress and discussing next steps in learning.

BOOK FAIR A Travelling Book Fair will also be available during Parents’ Nights and there is a £1 off World
Book Day token available for every pupil to be used or collected from the Book Fair.

P.2-7 ONLINE LEARNING JOURNALS We are very pleased that almost all parents/carers have logged into
their children’s online Learning Journals. It’s also great to see Achievements from Home being shared — please
keep these coming. We will be on hand in the foyer at Parents’ Nights next week to help with any technical
difficulties or to show how to upload achievements.

BIKEABILITY Bikeability Scotland is a training scheme designed to give children the skills and confidence
both to cycle safely on the roads and to encourage cycling into adulthood. St. Ronan’s has been delivering courses
over the past few years with an excellent team of volunteers but we could do with some more help! You don’t
need to be an expert cyclist, just have some cycling experience and confidence on the road. Staff from Scottish
Borders Outdoor Education Department are running a one day training course for potential volunteers at
Priorsford Primary School on Thursday 15 February. If you are interested or want more details about the
scheme please get in touch with the School Office. You would need to be able to commit to delivering (with

support and mentoring) courses to P.5-7 pupils during school hours, usually in the summer term, but dates are
flexible.

CELEBRATING ROBERT BURNS Our Burns Lunch will take place on Thursday 1 February. This is
hosted by the P.7 pupils, with the P.6 pupils attending as guests. Lunches should be ordered in the usual way on
ParentPay.

SCOTS’ POETRY Each class P.1-7 will be learning a Scots poem this month. As part of this there will be a
recitation competition. We will be pleased to welcome parents/carers of those children who are winners in each
class to attend the assembly on Thursday 8 February at 2.30pm to hear the children’s recitations.
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SCHOOL DANCE FESTIVAL (TUE 27 FEB) Please complete and return booking forms for seats at this
event to be held in the Memorial Hall. We rely on volunteers to help us walk the children to and from the Hall,
so please indicate if you are able to help us.

PTA NEWS

2018 Calendar We would like to thank everyone who supported us by buying a 2018 Calendar. We are
delighted to say that we raised approximately £780 from this thanks to sales and the support of our advertisers.
There are a few calendars left to purchase at the School Office. Many thanks to Gareth Easton who took the
photographs for the calendar.

Free Film Night — Friday 23 February — Assembly Hall - 5.30-7.15pm — PLEASE NOTE NEW DATE
For all pupils in P.1-P.7. Free entry. The children will be involved in selecting the film.

Bag2School Collection — Tuesday 6 February Please send any items to school in the bags sent home with
this Newsletter or in any bin bag. This is an excellent way to help the school raise money while having a
clearout! For more information go to www.bag2school.com. We accept the following ‘g¢ood quality’ items for RE-
USE: Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing, Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around), Handbags,
Hats, Bags, Scarves and ties, Jewellery, Lingerie, Socks, Belts, Soft toys, Household linen, Curtains, Towels,
Bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers). We DO NOT accept: Duvets and blankets, Pillows and
cushions, Carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats), Soiled, painted, ripped or wet
clothing, School uniforms with and without logo, Corporate clothing and workwear, Textile off cuts, yarns or
threaded material. Thank you.

Spring Term Event Friday 23 March — Food Festival — 12-2.30pm
Summer Term Event Tuesday 5 June — Summer Fair — 6-8pm

Should you wish to know more about the work of the PTA please contact Sarah Birks on 01896
833891/07793278462 or email pta@stronans.org.uk or come along to the next meeting to be held in school on
Monday 5 February at 7.30pm, in the Family Room.

INNERLEITHEN CAN GROW Do you have fruit trees and don't know how to prune them? We are running a
session at the School on Saturday 3 February. The session will be cancelled if it's raining so you must book a
space contact Alex 07722 808830 or alex@youcancook.org.uk . ALL WELCOME.

PARENT PARNERSHIP If any parent/carer is interested in being a member of the Parent Partnership, please
contact us at parentpartnership@st-ronans.org.uk or come along to the next meeting on Monday 19 March in
the school at 7.30pm.

UNIFORM REMINDER We encourage all children to wear proper school uniform to school. We can take
uniform orders at any time on completion of an order form (available from the office) or you can order and pay
online at the School website. Delivery is £2.99 for next day delivery to home or free if your order is over £45.
Please note that hoodies are not part of the uniform and should not be worn in class. Thank you.

WATER BOTTLES Please make sure that your child has a water bottle every day in school. We encourage
children to drink water throughout the day, but they need their own. School water bottles are on sale at the
office for £1.50.

PE KIT REMINDER Please check that your child’s PE Kit is in school and is in a reasonable state of repair.
Pupils should have a white t-shirt and dark shorts and gym shoes available every day. Pupils should also tie
back long hair and remove any jewellery prior to participating in PE.

Should you have any concerns regarding your child or family, please do not hesitate to contact us — details at the
top of the newsletter. Thank you very much for your co-operation.

W ahenile

K. J. Belleville, Headteacher

SCHOOL DANCE FESTIVAL - TUE 27 FEB 2018 - MEMORIAL HALL - 1.00PM

I will come to the school at 12.30pm to help walk the children to the Memorial Hall in Leithen Road
and back again.

Name: Email address in event
of any changes:
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